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object of his desire,—for we know that long ago he
aspired to the happiness of sacrificing his life for his
flock. I will describe to you in few words the
circumstances of that event.

After many acts of hostility had been committed
on both sides by the two Nations, a little army of
Englishmen and their Savage allies, numbering
eleven hundred men, unexpectedly came to attack
the Village of Nanrantsouak. The dense thickets
with which that Village is surrounded helped them
to conceal their movements; and as, besides, it was
not enclosed with palisades, the Savages were taken
by surprise, and became aware of the enemy’s
approach only by a volley from their muskets, which
riddled all the cabins. At that time there were only
fifty warriors in the Village. At the first noise of
the muskets, they tumultuously seized their weap-
ons, and went out of their cabins to oppose the
enemy. Their design was not rashly to meet the
onset of so many combatants, but to further the
flight of the women and the children, and give them
time to gain the other side of the river, which was
not yet occupied by the English.

Father Rasles, warned by the clamor and the
tumult of the danger which was menacing his
Neophytes, promptly left his house and fearlessly
appeared before the enemy. He expected by his
presence either to stop their first efforts, or, at least,
to draw their attention to himself alone, and at the
expense of his life to procure the safety of his flock.

As soon as they perceived the Missionary, a gen-
eral shout was raised which was followed by a storm
of musket-shots that was poured upon him. He
dropped dead at the foot of a large cross that he had



